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Trough Closets

A trough closet consists of a stoneware trough above which
is a series of closets built side by side. At the lower end of
the trough its floor turns upwards so that there is always a
depth of from one to four inches of water in it. The excreta
fall into the water. At the upper end of the trough, four or
five feet above it, is an automatic flush tank, which should be
arranged to flush every six hours at least. The frequency of
the flush is arranged by regulating the tap which fills the
flush tank.

The only advantage of the trough closet is that it is more or
less independent of rough and careless use. For this reason
they are sometimes advocated for use in factories.

Fig. 140.   TBOTTGH CLOSET.

Trough closets are not suitable for schools. They have a bad
educational effect upon children, part of whose education should
be the proper use of an ordinary water-closet. It is almost
impossible to keep such closets free from objectionable odours.
Traps
A trap is a contrivance intended to prevent the passage of
gases from the sewer into a drain or from a drain or house pipe
into a house. This is usually effected by the blocking of the
passage by a volume of water which remains in position until
it is removed and renewed by a flush of water through the trap.